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and dinner your arguments to the President. On a number
of occasions he declared that he absolutely agreed with them.
To-day the President withdrew to his room. In solitude he
is preparing his message. The bomb will explode in a few
days5 time. . . ." On January 22nd, 1917, Wilson, for the
first time in his capacity as President of the United States,
spoke of the future of Poland. It was the first time in a hun-
dred years that a leading statesman had dared to mention
on a public platform the need for a new Poland. " States-
men everywhere,'5 he said, " are agreed that there should
be a united, independent and autonomous Poland." He
foreshadowed the Fourteen Points of a year later. On
January 8th, 1918, his Fourteen Points were announced to
the world. It was exactly twelve months after Colonel
House had invited Paderewski to prepare his Memorandum
on the problem of Poland. The seed planted less than two
years earlier in the President's mind had grown to full
maturity.
In formulating his thirteenth point, which dealt solely with
the necessity of the new Poland with " a free and secure
access to the sea," the President was actuated by his deep,
almost religious convictions. He was assisted by a special
Commission of Experts, which had been appointed to work
out the details and the precise facts upon which the
President's declaration was to be based. Under Colonel
House a Commission of Enquiry was appointed to enquire
into the problems of Poland. Among its most distinguished
members were Robert Lord, Professor at Harvard Univer-
sity, and Walter Lippmann, America's leading publicist.
Woodrow Wilson, the man whose voice rang louder
through the whole world than that of any other of that
time, had become an ardent advocate of the cause of
Paderewski's great love, Poland.
When the war came to an end, Paderewski decided that
his mission in America was completed, and that his place
was no longer abroad, but in Poland. At the beginning of
December, 1918, he left New York and went to Paris,